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President’s Message
Jeremiah Haas
First of all, I would like to
Congratulate Steve Pallo on his retirement after
a couple decades of working with the fishery
resources of the state and for his service to the
chapter. A letter of Appreciation was presented
to him at his retirement party.
Fund raising activities are the principal activity
that will allow us to have a $50 registration for
professionals and a $25 for students and retirees.
If you have any questions, please contact Jeremy
Tiemann or myself and we would be happy to
assist you in any way possible. Please check out
the 50@50 section of the newsletter (page 13).
Just as important, take the opportunity to invite
a former member to attend the meeting. One of
the principle reasons for having this type of
meeting is to get retirees input on the historical
perspective and goals of the chapter. It is also to
give students and young professionals the
opportunity to ask questions and ―pick the
brain‖ of someone who has been in the field for
many seasons.
Not much to report
since our last
newsletter, but
most of the larger
issues concerning
our fisheries
resources are
progressing with
the hard work and
dedication that is
always given by
our state
professionals.

―With this being my last
message, I would like to
thank the executive
committee for all their
help over the past year and
the society as a whole for
giving me this opportunity
to service in this manner.‖

Asian carp issues
are also
progressing
without any major
changes.
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Southern Illinois University Fisheries Faculty Member to Receive AFS
Distinguished Service Award
Dr. Jesse Trushenski, Assistant Professor with the Fisheries and Illinois Aquaculture Center
at Southern Illinois University, will be recognized by the Society at this year‘s annual meeting as a recipient of the Distinguished Service Award. The Distinguished Service Award is
given in recognition of service to the American Fisheries Society, recognizing ―outstanding
contributions of time and energy for special projects or activities by AFS members.‖ Trushenski was nominated for her work as President of the Fish Culture Section to develop a draft
policy statement, ―AFS Policy Statement Regarding the Need for an Immediate-Release Anesthetic/Sedative for Use in the Fisheries Disciplines‖. The Policy Statement describes the
challenges of the current drug approval process which prevent fisheries professional from
having access to suitable immediate-release sedatives; the constraints this places on aquatic
natural resources management, fisheries research, and aquaculture; and ultimately recommends a course of action to facilitate the timely approval of a compound that would allow
fisheries professionals to sedate fish safely and effectively in the laboratory and the field.
Trushenski was taken by surprise when the award was announced at the recent mid-year AFS
Governing Board meeting. ―I was completely gob-smacked! The Distinguished Service
Award is a tremendous honor, and I was very humbled and honored to have been singled out
for it, especially for my contributions to the Policy Statement. About a dozen fisheries researchers and agency representatives contributed to the Policy Statement, but it wouldn‘t
have happened at all without one in particular—Jim Bowker (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Aquatic Animal Drug Approval Partnership Program and President-Elect of the AFS Fish
Culture Section). The Policy Statement was Jim‘s brainchild, and I share this award with him
and the other contributors.‖
Dr. James Garvey, Director of the Fisheries and Illinois Aquaculture Center, said of the announcement, ―For Jesse to receive this recognition as an Assistant Professor while simultaneously growing a flourishing research lab, publishing papers, and earning top teaching scores
here at Southern is simply outstanding. Service is typically something pursued by professionals during the mature phase of their career. For her to be recognized so early in her career
shows her strong aptitude for leading and making a difference in our discipline.‖
Trushenski has long maintained that service should be a part of every fisheries professional‘s
career, particularly younger cohorts. ―The many professional opportunities I‘ve had, my network of fisheries friends and colleagues—much of this I owe to my involvement with AFS. I
challenge every student or young professional in fisheries to serve the Society and reap the
benefits, as I have.‖
Trushenski will be presented with the Distinguished Service Award during the American
Fisheries Society meeting, September 4-8, 2011 in Seattle, Washington.
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Freshwater Mollusk Research at the Illinois Natural History Survey
Jeremy Tiemann, Kevin Cummings, Sarah Bales, Alison Price, and Diane Shasteen
Freshwater mollusks are a vital component of stream ecosystems. Not only does their sensitivity to stream habitats allow them to be biological indicators of stream integrity but they also occupy a central position in food webs. Sadly, freshwater mollusks are one of the most imperiled
groups of animals in North America. At least 210 (70%) of the nearly 300 freshwater mussel species
and over 260 (40%) of the estimated 650 freshwater snail species are extinct, are listed federally as
endangered or threatened, or are in need of conservation status. The primary factor responsible for
the decline is anthropogenic disturbances to stream habitats (e.g., habitat destruction and environmental contamination), commercial
harvest, and invasion of exotic species
(e.g., zebra mussel Dreissena polymorpha). The decline in species richness
also is happening in Illinois. Twothirds (53) of the 80 freshwater mussel
species either are extirpated from the
state, are listed at the state-level, or
have relatively unstable populations,
and we know very little about the conservation status of the state‘s 76 freshwater snail species.
The Illinois Natural History Survey
(INHS) Mollusk Collection staff are
involved in several projects. First, a
collaborative effort between the INHS,
the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS)
through a State Wildlife Improvement Grant (SWIG) is underway to update the current status of
freshwater mussels in the state. Stream crews are working with IDNR biologists conducting field
surveys throughout Illinois that correspond with the IDNR fisheries and Illinois Environmental Protection Agency basin survey sites for fishes and other macroinvertebrates. In addition, since 2008,
we have begun capturing freshwater mollusk data by visiting natural history museums (e.g., the Field Museum of Natural
History, Chicago) to gather data on mussel
and snail distributions. Natural history
museum collections represent a unique
and invaluable source of data on the distributions and historical occurrence of Illinois freshwater mollusks, whereas current
surveys provide data on changes in assemblage structure, population declines, and
shrinking distributions that are occurring
in the state. (continued on p. 5)
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Continued from p. 4...
The efforts thus far have been highly successful for both native and non-native freshwater
mollusks. For native species, we have documented several new basin records, including one for a
federally endangered mussel, and have found a snail never before document in outside the Tennessee/Cumberland river basins. For non-native mollusks such as zebra mussel and Chinese mystery
snail Bellamya chinensis, we are documenting their expanding distribution towards more inland waters (e.g., 3rd and 4th order streams), probably as a result of human use (e.g., canoeing or aquarium
releases). The data collected will assist natural resource agencies by filling knowledge gaps in the
Illinois Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Plan and Strategy, assisting water quality initiatives,
guiding restoration and conservation initiatives, and aiding the Illinois Endangered Species Protection Board in determining the status of rare freshwater mollusks in the state.
INHS staff also are involved with reintroducing the federally endangered northern riffleshell
Epioblasma rangiana back into the state. Beginning in 2005, Illinois partnered with the USFWS
and state agencies in Pennsylvania and Ohio to implement portions of the USFWS Northern Riffleshell Epioblasma rangiana and Clubshell Pleurobema clava Recovery Plan. The northern riffleshell was historically present at a few locations in the Wabash River drainage, primarily the Vermilion River. It has not been seen alive in over 100 years and was therefore considered extirpated
from Illinois‘ and thus not on the current endangered and threatened species list. A salvage project
in Pennsylvania on the Alleghany River provided an opportunity for the translocation of 150 specimens during the summer of 2010. These individuals were placed in the Salt Fork and Middle Fork
Vermilion River, both of which have multiple areas in conservation ownership and have diverse and
highly-valued mussel assemblages as well as populations of the known fish hosts. Future plans include regular monitoring of both
sites several times over the next 5
years.
We feel that it is important to
continue the basin surveys by the
SWIG freshwater mussel crew to
help identify resource rich waters in
Illinois and document changes in the
fauna. Future funding for this project is unclear but hopefully a solution will be found. We hope we can
count our your support to help continue this important work.
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New State Bowfishing Record Set During Successful Bowfishing
Association of Illinois Director’s Shoot
Event Promotes Bowfishing, Targets Invasive Asian Carp on Illinois River

UTICA, IL – A new state-record bighead Asian carp was among nearly 12,000 fish taken by participants in the Bowfishing Association of Illinois‘ second-annual Director‘s Shoot on the Illinois River
near Starved Rock State Park, July 16-17.
The new record for bighead carp taken by bow – a 59 lb. 4 oz. fish – was brought in by Robb
Kemper of the Team Fish Slayer bowfishing team of Iowa during the tournament. The previous
bowfishing record for bighead carp in Illinois was 43 lbs. 5.6 oz. set last year on the Des Plaines
River in Will Co. In all during the weekend tournament, participants took 48,000 pounds of invasive fish from the Illinois River during an eight-hour period.
―Congratulations to all the participants and the Bowfishing Association of Illinois for highlighting an
exciting and fun way to catch fish – while also highlighting the importance of removing invasive
Asian carp from our waterways,‖ said Illinois Department of Natural Resources Director Marc
Miller. ―Recreational anglers can be of tremendous help in our efforts to haul Asian carp out of the
Illinois River system to keep these dangerous fish from migrating into the Great Lakes.‖
The Bowfishing Association of Illinois Director‘s Shoot targeting Asian carp included a day shoot on
July 16 and a night shoot from 8 p.m. until 8 a.m. on July 16-17.
"Bowfishing is a great way to enjoy the outdoors. Many of the fish we can harvest by bow are quite
tasty, gar, silver, bighead and grass carp as well as the sucker species. Any invasive fish such as the
Asian and common carps that are removed by bowfishing is a big plus for our waters as well,‖ said
BAI Club President Ed Devries.
Participating teams were able to weigh-in their 30 top fish taken by bow, with prizes awarded to the
heaviest stringer.
Awards were also presented in an invasive fish format in which teams competed for the most Asian
carp and common carp taken by bow. The winning team in the numbers division, Team Innerloc
from Iowa, took 2,932 Asian carp and common carp from the river. The second-place team removed
1,937 invasive fish from the river and the third-place team removed 1,435 fish. In all, the 54 teams
removed approximately 12,000 fish – or about 24 tons of fish – from the Illinois River.
Next year‘s Bowfishing Association of Illinois Director‘s Shoot is scheduled for July 21-22,
2012. For more information on bowfishing and the Director‘s Shoot, contact the BAI at 630-8861672 or check the website at www.illinoisbowfishing.net
For information on bowfishing regulations and other fishing opportunities in Illinois, check the
IDNR website at www.dnr.illinois.gov/fishing or the ‗I Fish Illinois‘ website at www.ifishillinois.org
For more information on efforts to track and remove Asian carp from the Illinois River and Chicago
Area Waterway System, check the Asian Carp Regional Coordinating Committee website at
www.asiancarp.org
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Advocacy: Guidelines from our parent society
What is Advocacy?
Advocacy may be simply defined as arguing for a cause, often on behalf of others. Arguments may be written or expressed orally, and sometimes they must be developed reasonably quickly. Advocacy is on its strongest ground when it is based on a hierarchy of instruments used as official expressions of Society views.
The principal instruments are Society policies, general statements of principle about resource topics that explain and justify the Society‘s perspective or attitude in largely philosophical terms. Policies are reviewed and approved by the membership and have a long
life span, perhaps 10-20 years. Position statements are specific stands on specific issues.
They are prepared by experts, scientifically documented, and rigorously reviewed. They
must be consistent with Society policies, and they are approved by the Society‘s Governing Board or a subunit executive committee (depending on their level of applicability).
Legislative briefing statements are specific stands on specific items of legislation. They are
developed and approved like position statements, with which they must be consistent.
Resolutions are issue statements that are peer-reviewed by committees and approved by
members at an official Society or subunit meeting. They are less analytical than position
statements or legislative briefing statements but must be consistent with them (and with
policies). Position statements, legislative briefing statements, and resolutions become void
when the issues they address become moot. Use of any of these instruments to promote the
principles, policies, and positions of the Society may be considered a form of advocacy,
especially when it is used to influence public policy.

Guidelines for Subunits on Advocacy Positions
Subunits should adopt internal procedures to manage the development of their advocacy
positions. Because involvement in advocacy is important to the Society, each subunit is
strongly urged to amend its bylaws to adopt, by reference, the Society‘s procedures or
alternative procedures consistent with these. The internal procedures should address the
criteria used to select issues and provide sufficient guidelines for quality control, such as
peer review, of written products that advocate a position or action. Subunits should consult Society headquarters to develop a mechanism for relaying and promoting their policies and positions to all concerned parties.
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The following steps provide a good procedure for developing subunit
advocacy positions:
A member or committee raises a formal concern or issue.
The subunit‘s executive or other committee reviews the issue based on the following
questions:
Is the issue pertinent to the subunit‘s goals?
Will the subunit‘s involvement make a difference?
Do (or will) subunit members support the position?
Does the subunit have adequate expertise and technical information to develop a
position? (e) Have alternative views been considered?
Is the urgency of the issue so great that the officers or executive committee would
have to act without full membership approval?
Would the subunit be willing, and does it have the resources, to follow through?
Do geographic boundaries and other aspects of the issue make subunit involvement
appropriate? Should other subunits or entities be involved?
Do risks outweigh the potential benefits of taking action?
When the subunit determines that the issue is appropriate for action, it:
subjects the issue to further development if necessary,
solicits an independent review (necessary for all but the most minor issues; the
greater the sensitivity and importance of the issue, the more intensive the review
should be), and
takes the recommended action and so notifies AFS headquarters.
The actions taken by the subunit may include (but are not necessarily limited to)
sending a letter with a request for action or for comments;
drafting and sending a resolution;
preparing a position paper, legislative briefing paper, or policy paper (copied to Society headquarters)
referring the issue to a Division or the Society with recommendations;
recommending an educational forum;
taking no action but providing supporting rationale to proponents; and
undertaking litigation – but only as a last resort after it is determined that failure to
litigate will have serious consequences, after the approval and financial support of
the membership have been obtained, and after the assistance of experienced natural
resource litigators has been secured.
For more information on advocacy guidelines from the AFS parent society, visit:
http://www.fisheries.org/afs/policy/policy_advocacyguidelines
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News from Illinois’ Subunits: Southern Illinois University
Southern Illinois University-Carbondale AFS subunit member Jeff Hillis, a Masters
student under the advisement of Dr. Michael Lydy and Dr. James Garvey, has been
awarded the competitive and prestigious USEPA STAR (Science to Achieve Results)
award for his work studying the impact of estrogen-mimicking chemicals on the reproductive success of male bluegill. These chemicals tend to feminize male fish and
reduce their reproductive capacity, potentially reducing population success in
lakes. The STAR award is a program where students are provided a two-year stipend,
plus other project related funds, totaling $84,000.00. The funding rate for past EPA
STAR applications was less than 3%. Recipients are generally from large research institutions or ivy-league schools and receiving it indicates Jeff is among the ranks of
the best of the best in the aquatic toxicology field. Jeff also was awarded the 2011 Illinois Lake Management Association $1000 scholarship which was presented at the
2011 ILAFS/ILMA conference held in Peoria, IL.

Jennifer Johnson received the Student Travel Award for the 4th Annual Sturgeon and
Paddlefish Conference of the North American Chapter of the World Sturgeon Conservation Society. The conference was held from July 11-14, 2011 in Nanaimo,
BC. Four awards were given to students who presented either a poster or an oral presentation at the conference. Jennifer gave a talk on her thesis research entitled
"Determining the feasibility of tagging age-0 Scaphirhynchus sturgeon to evaluate
habitat use through telemetry efforts."

Bonnie Mulligan won the Skinner Memorial Award. The
Skinner Memorial Award is given to an active student
member of AFS who shows professional service and reason for attending the national AFS meeting. All monies go
towards travel expenses incurred from the meeting.
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National Spotlight: AFS Sends Letter to Congress
14 July, 2011
Dear Member of Congress:
We, the undersigned natural and social scientists, urge you to help protect fish, fishermen
and fishing communities by keeping all feasible management options available to allow local
fishermen and managers to choose what is best for them and their fisheries. Please help stop
any action that would artificially limit the use of catch shares or any other tool and unnecessarily constrain the regionally-based processes that take into account the specific conditions
in which each fishery operates.
Our collective experience – reported and analyzed in the scientific literature – shows very
clearly that fisheries across the United States have unique biological, ecological, social and
economic attributes. Moreover, each fishery has unique goals and challenges, and requires
tailored management approaches to achieve those goals. Many of us have worked with the
regional fishery management councils to ensure that they use the best available science to
choose management approaches. We have seen firsthand the importance of having all tools
available to address the wide array of challenges in our fisheries. Arbitrary removal of options from the management toolkit limits the capacity of fishermen, managers and regional
councils to select the best approaches, as mandated by law and required for enduring management success.
While in some cases fishery management councils have made an explicit decision not to develop catch shares for some fisheries, most of the councils have worked with fishermen to
develop catch shares for at least some fisheries, and a growing fraction of total U.S. landings
is managed through catch shares. Proposals that would limit future development, approval or
implementation of new catch share programs – even when they are the preferred option of
fishermen and managers – would significantly harm the ability of regional councils to meet
biological, social and economic goals. Catch share systems can be developed to fit a wide
variety of fishery characteristics and management objectives. They should remain with all
others in a comprehensive fisheries management toolkit available to local decision makers.
We strongly urge you to maintain the current ability of fishermen, managers, the regional
fishery management councils and NOAA to use a full complement of tools in rebuilding and
sustaining vibrant fisheries and coastal economies in the United States.
Sincerely,
View signees at: http://www.fisheries.org/afs/policy/policy_letters
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International Spotlight: World Council of Fisheries Societies

The Council is a nonprofit, nongovernmental membership organization open to scientific or professional fisheries societies and affiliated organizations. Other fisheries organizations may become affiliates of the Council by a vote of the Council‘s Executive
Board. The Council‘s headquarters and Secretariat are presently located in Bethesda,
Maryland, USA, at the AFS headquarters.
The main aim of the Council is to promote international cooperation in fisheries science, conservation and management. This includes encouraging sustainable management practices, encouraging excellence in fisheries research, and promoting the wise
use of fishery resources.
Its functions are exercised:
By facilitating, throughout the world, exchanges of ideas among Member Organizations and among the individual members of these organizations.
By creating and maintaining contacts among Member Organizations and by encouraging the adoption of common practices and policies;
By promoting the dissemination and application of all information;
By cooperating with national and international scientific and technical fisheries organizations;
By encouraging the introduction of uniformity of nomenclature and standardization in matters such as information storage and retrieval;
By organizing meetings, particularly the World Fisheries Congress which will be
the primary function of the Council;
By recognizing outstanding contributions of scientists and professionals through
various awards and scholarships;
By development assistance for Member Organizations;
By performing other activities.
More information at: http://www.worldfisheriescouncil.org/
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Save the dates of December 4-7, 2011 for the conference. This meeting will mark the
72nd year that natural resource professionals in the Midwest will meet to share new
research, management experiences, and valuable insight on fish and wildlife issues.
The Midwest is the premier fish and wildlife conference in the central U.S. with more
than 1,000 attendees at past conferences.
The Midwest Fish & Wildlife Conference offers an excellent forum for training, professional development and networking. Professionals and students will share their latest work and discuss the challenges of the future. The Des Moines Marriott Downtown offers an outstanding, affordable venue for this gathering. We encourage you to
browse our website and to contact us with any questions.
To further enhance your trip to the 72nd Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference,
please visit the Greater Des Moines Convention and Visitors Bureau.
We look forward to seeing you in Des Moines in December 2011!
(http://www.midwest2011.org/)
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ILAFS 50 @ 50
In 2012, the Illinois Chapter of the American Fisheries Society (ILAFS) will be celebrating its 50th
anniversary. We are asking you for your help. As with several professions in America, natural resource agencies are expecting a large turnover within the next 5 years due to the retirement of ―baby
boomers.‖ Our goal is to bring together as many of retired or retiring members and have them interact
with the next generation of biologists to share experiences and offer advice. We are striving to have
registration costs low enough to entice all to come. Preliminary estimates indicate registrations costs
will be $95. With $5,000 of sponsorships, we can lower the registration to $50 for regular members
and half that for students and retirees. We are hoping to distribute the bulk of the sponsorships
equally among the universities, state agencies, and other organizations that employee fisheries biologists. Within the next couple of months, we will be asking the organizations below for a one-time
sponsorship. Contributions will be acknowledged not only in the program, but also in the newsletter
for a year (3 issues) and on the ILAFS webpage. If you are interested in seeking sponsors with us,
please let one of us know. With everyone‘s help, we can make this milestone memorable for all.
Jeremy Tiemann (jtiemann@illinois.edu; 217.244.4594)
Jeremiah Hass (jeremiah.haas@exeloncorp.com; 309.227.2867)
Corporate Sustainer ($500 level)
Illinois Department of Natural Resources
Illinois Natural History Survey
University of Illinois
Southern Illinois University
Eastern Illinois University
Western Illinois University
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Affiliate ($100) / Sponsor ($250) – Shedd Aquarium, Field Museum of Natural History, Illinois State
Museum, consultants (e.g., HDR, Huff & Huff, Exelon), Illinois Environmental Protection Agency,
US Forest Service, sporting good stores (e.g., Bass Pro, Cabela‘s, Gander Mountain), and corporation
based in Illinois (e.g., Caterpillar, John Deer)

Save the date for the 2012 ILAFS meeting in the spring from 21 - 23 February!!

The Illinois Chapter of the
American Fisheries Society
c/o William D. Hintz
Fisheries and Illinois Aquaculture Center
Southern Illinois University
Mail code 6511
Carbondale, IL 62901-6511
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