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LARIMORE STUDENT RESEARCH

AWARD PROGRAM
PURPOSE: The mission of the Illinois Chapter of the American Fisheries Society is to improve the conservation and sustainability of fishery resources and aquatic ecosystems by advancing fisheries and aquatic science and promoting the development of fisheries professionals.  Thus, the purpose of the Larimore Student Research Awards Competition is to provide financial incentives for outstanding student research projects to promote the conservation, development, and wise use of the Illinois fisheries.  

WHO CAN APPLY:  Students attending any accredited Illinois college or university, who maintain a cumulative GPA equal to or greater than 3.0 may apply.  

AWARD: A maximum of four awards per year will be granted.  Each grant is eligible for up to $500 depending on the quality of the proposal.

APPLICATION:  Applications require submission of a proposal packet, which includes a proposal cover sheet, abstract, project description, budget, resume and transcripts of candidate, and two letters of recommendation.  See attached packet for further instructions. 
DEADLINE: Completed proposals must be received by the Chair of the Student Concerns Committee of Illinois Chapter of the American Fisheries Society by December 1, 2018. Send applications to:

Dan Grigas

Fisheries Ecologist

Office of Natural Resources

Forest Preserve District of DuPage County

3S580 Naperville Road

Wheaton, IL 60189

dgrigas@dupageforest.org

SELECTION: All award proposals will be reviewed and selected by the Student Concerns Committee of the Illinois Chapter of the American Fisheries Society.  Successful applicants will be notified by the end of January each year.  At or near the end of their research, recipients of the ILAFS grant award must present their research findings at an IL AFS meeting.
CONTACT: Dan Grigas at the above address or phone: (630)933-7668 e-mail: dgrigas@dupageforest.org
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Student Research Awards Application Cover Sheet

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Title of Proposal:
Candidate Name: Jessica L. Thornton
Candidate Address: 18398 E 2025th Rd., Marshall, IL 62441
Candidate Phone & Email: (217)433-1733; jlthornton4@gmail.com
Degree Sought and Major: MS in Biological Sciences
College or University Enrolled: Eastern Illinois University
PROGRAM INFORMATION 

Faculty Research Mentor:
Research Mentor's Campus Address:
Research Mentor's Phone and Email:
PROJECT ABSTRACT (limit 250 words)
Proposal Guidelines:

Proposal Requirements:  Add the following information as attachments to the preceding proposal cover sheet.  All materials must be received by the established deadline.  Incomplete packets will not be considered. 

Project Description (1000 words or less)
Need:  Provide a clear description of the need to be met, the hypothesis being tested, and the rationale for the project.  Provide sufficient details to verify the quality of the project, its importance, and the value of the research endeavor.

This component will be evaluated on its clarity in identifying the problem or opportunity to be addressed.  This section is important because it provides the basis for the remainder of the project description. (Maximum: 25 points.)

Objectives:  Identify what is to be accomplished within the time, money, and staffing allocated.  Each task should have a recognizable end point and should be as quantifiable or verifiable as possible.  
For evaluating this component, consideration will be given as to whether the objectives are realistic and achievable, and if the project clearly states how the objectives will be accomplished.  (Maximum: 15 points).
Approach:  Describe how the objectives will be accomplished, including key personnel and cooperators, project location, timetable for completion, and methods and procedures to be used.  A complete, clear, and concise description is needed to ensure efficient and effective project implementation.  
The approach will be evaluated by completeness and merit of the actions, activities, methods, and procedures that will be used.  (Maximum: 25 points).
Anticipated Outcomes and Benefits:  Briefly describe the expected or preliminary results, significance of research or anticipated application of findings, and plan for disseminating research findings.  
Evaluation of this component is based on how the outcomes and benefits affect aquatic species or their habitats.  Consideration will also be given to projects that integrate disciplines or invoke unique research methods.  (Maximum: 25 points).

Budget (maximum one page)

Provide a budget summary of the project, which clearly specifies how the grant resources will be used. 

Evaluation of this section will be based on whether the funding is commensurate with the tasks identified in the objectives.  It is the committee’s intent to provide the most efficient and effective use of funds for a diversity of projects.  (Maximum: 10 points).
Resume (Maximum one page)

Provide a resume of the candidate, which demonstrates the candidate’s ability to successfully complete the proposed project.

Transcripts

First year graduate students must supply their undergraduate transcripts.  Unofficial copies are acceptable. 

Letters of Recommendation

Provide two letters of recommendation; one must be from the faculty mentor that verifies support for the project and confirms time table for project completion and plans for disseminating project results. 

