
into the later hours of Tues-
day night. Wednesday night 
featured another signature 
raffle which most likely 
broke the profit record, 
thanks to the generosity of 
all. 
In preparation for this meet-
ing, I researched all the talks 
at all the meetings that came 
before us. This gave me a 
renewed perspective of all 
the work and the number of 
people that have contributed 
over the years. 
 
Continued on page 3. 

WOW! Our milestone 50 th 
Meeting of the Illinois Chap-
ter has ushered in quite the 
year for fisheries happenings 
in Illinois. For those that 
missed the meeting in Feb-
ruary, hereôs a quick recap: 
Over 150 fisheries profes-
sionals attended the three-
day meeting at scenic 
Starved Rock Lodge. Many 
retired members made the 
trip, making the celebration 
an overwhelming success. 35 
talks and 16 posters on a 
wide variety of topics set the 
foundation for the meeting. 
One of these talks by Mike 
Conlin, retired Office of Re-
source Conservation Direc-
tor and long-time Chief of 
Fisheries for the Illinois De-
partment of Conservation/
Natural Resources, made 
national news when it made 
the rounds through the 
internet and printed media 
following the meeting.  
A panel discussion on 
Wednesday afternoon capti-
vated everyone in atten-
dance. Sitting on this panel 
of Founding Members was 
our Chapterôs very first 
President, Al Lopinot. It was 
great to meet the man that 
started it all for our Chapter. 
Also on the panel were Leo-

nard Durham, 
Roy Heidinger, 
and Larry Jahn, 
three educators 
that have influ-
enced just about 
everyone in the 
room in one way 
or another. Dr. 
Jahn has further 
influenced our 
Chapter mem-
bership with a 
generous dona-
tion at the time 
of his retirement 
that helps fund 
our Student Travel Grants. By 
investing this donation we 
have increased this fund by 
over 20%. Ken Russell, whose 
career as a District Fisheries 
Biologist with the IDNR is 
still going strong, is an inspi-
ration for all of us. The final 
member of the panel was Rod 
Horner. Rod had a long and 
productive career with the 
IDOC/IDNR and still attends 
nearly every Annual Meeting. 
Dan Sallee was the perfect 
moderator for the panel dis-
cussion and kept it lively and 
interesting.  
Social time was filled with 
lively conversations and great 
meals. Steve Pescitelliôs band, 
Redhorse, carried the party 
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ƀ Promotes training of fisheries professionals.         ƀ Provides education outreach to the citizens of Illinois. 

 
    ƀ Fosters research in fisheries and aquatic sciences.            ƀ Provides sound fisheries policy information. 

 
        ƀ Enhances communication and synergistic relationships amongst fisheries professionals.   
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50 meetings and 1833 presenta-
tions represent a lot of informa-
tion and knowledge distributed 
to the professionals of Illinois.  
The hard work of the Chapter 
has not stopped at the 50th 
Meeting. Dr. Rob Colombo of 
Eastern Illinois University and 
several of his students hosted an 
Age and Growth Workshop at 
Allerton Park in March. Over 30 
people attended with rave re-
views. 
 
It has been a busy year for legis-
lation, as well. The Illinois De-
partment of Natural Resources 
faces critical financial times. A 
proposed bill for dedicated 
funding by State Representative 
Frank Mautino failed to attain a 
necessary super-majority and 
rumors of pension changes have 
spurred retirements from state 
workers. We did have victories 
with several other bills, though. 

HB3888 addressing the issue of 
invasive aquatic species was 
signed into law. HB5642 which 
creates permitting fees for Con-
centrated Animal Feeding Op-
erations (CAFOs) is awaiting the 
Governorôs signature. And 
SB3414, an economic hardship 
bill that would have significantly 
weakened the Environmental 
Protection Act, was not brought 
to vote. Randy Sauer drafted 
letters from the Chapter that 
were submitted to the Illinois 
Environmental Council on these 
last two bills.  
 
Iôm sure everyone has stories 
about how this yearôs historic 
drought has impacted their 
work and the fisheries through-
out the state. Widespread fish 
kill events have been common-
place. All-time low water levels 
in rivers and impoundments 
continue. Algae blooms have 

been particularly severe. 
 
This year has passed like a 
whirlwind for me. Heavy work-
loads that keep getting heavier 
seem to be the norm now. I have 
enjoyed my year as President of 
the Chapter, though. Memories 
of the 50th Meeting will always 
be cherished. The Chapter is in 
good standing financially and 
has a solid foundation of 153 
current members. You are in 
good hands with your next 
President, Scott Shasteen of the 
Illinois Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, and his supporting 
cast. 
 
Thank you to everyone that 
works hard to keep the Chapter 
going strong. Hereôs to the next 
50 years and let the waters teem 
with fishes!  

Some of the most memorable 
quotes from the panel members 
include:  
ñBecause I organized the first 
meeting, I got elected as the first 
president of the Chapter.  Back 
in those days everyone wore 
coats and ties, and there was 
only one woman present.ò  - Al. 
 
ñI knew Iôd be a lousy engineer, 
so I switched to biology after 
four years of engineering 
coursework.ò  - Roy 
 
ñAt one annual meeting I was 
once told my presentation 
óWasnôt worth the paper it was 
printed onô, 
but people 
used to 
badger each 
other after 
talks in the 
early days.ò 
ï Ken 
 
 
 
 
 

ñAfter passing my DOC exam, Al 
Lopinot told me I was hired.  I 
said óIôll go anywhere but south-
ern Illinois.ô  He promptly as-
signed me to Harrisburg.ò ï 
Rod 
 

ñOur students were our greatest 

successes.ò - Roy and Larry 

One of the highlights of the 50th 
Annual Conference was the 
Founding Fathers discussion 
panel.  Dan Sallee moderated 
the discussion, which included 
six representatives from the first 
Chapter meeting.  Present were 
Al Lopinot, Leonard ñBullò Dur-
ham, Roy Heidinger, Larry 
Jahn, Ken Russel and Rod 
Horner.  Questions were fielded 
from the audience and included 
such topics as their early ca-
reers, the foundations of fisher-
ies science in Illinois, ways in 
which fisheries science has 
changed and who they consid-
ered mentors.   
 
The lively discussion amongst 
the panel members and audi-
ence lasted several hours and 
concluded with a stirring re-
minder of both the challenges 
fisheries biologists face in the 
future, but also how fortunate 
they are to participate in such a 
rewarding career. 
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Founding Fathers panel members  



The Illinois Chapter of the 
American Fisheries Society has 
reached its milestone mark of 
50 years. Just listing the loca-
tions of all the places around 
the state that have hosted the 
Annual Conference will stir 
memories for most of us. An-
other list of all the Past Presi-
dents that have been entrusted 
with the leadership of the 
Chapter over the years will 
bring additional memories of 
friends, co-workers, teachers, 
mentors, and people we have 
only read about and admired 
from our files, reports, and 
other scientific literature. For 
the Founding Members that 
joined us at Starved Rock, I 
hope that picture taken at the 
first meeting in 1963 evokes a 
sense of pride and accomplish-
ment for the beginning of this 
Chapter that has touched the 
lives of so many people and 
influenced the evolution of fish-
eries science in Illinois. 
 
The Chapter has logged 1833 
presentations in its first 50 
years. A list of these is a living 
record of the evolution of the 
Chapter and the accumulated 
knowledge that has been dis-
persed to the membership. By 
browsing this list, one can find 
the important issues that domi-
nated the talks from one time 
period to the next and how 
these have changed over time. 
It is interesting to see that we 
continue to study and talk 
about much of the same things 
that were discussed 50 years 
ago, while other topics were not 
even on the radar years ago. 
The organizations that have 
anchored the Chapter over the 
years have not changed greatly, 
although contributing groups 
have come and gone. The Illi-
nois Natural History Survey has 
accounted for 483 (26%) of the 
presentations. This is followed 
by the 300 (16%) presentations 
that have come from Southern 
Illinois University at Carbon-
dale. The Illinois Department 
of Conservation / Natural Re-

sources has contributed 277 
(15%). The next tier of con-
tributors include the University 
of Illinois at Urbana -
Champaign with 76 (4%), East-
ern Illinois University with 55 
(3%), and Western Illinois Uni-
versity with 45 (2%) of the 
presentations. The third tier of 
contributing organizations in-
clude the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service with 31 talks, the Illi-
nois State Water Survey with 
29 talks coming mostly during 
the tenure of Don Roseboom, 
21 talks from the Wisconsin 
DNR and 20 talks from the 
Iowa DNR given during the five 
years of joint meetings held 
with those two states, and 
Loyola Universityôs 18 talks 
with the majority of these given 
by Jan Savitz from 1971 to 
1992. 
 
The subject species that have 
been discussed over the years 
have been highly diverse, al-
though largemouth bass have 
remained rather predictably at 
the top being presented upon 
nearly twice as often as any 
other species. This is followed 
by bluegill and channel catfish. 
The next most frequent subject 
may surprise some, as mollusks 
are number four and walleye 
number five. The newcomers, 
Asian carp, are quickly moving 
up the ranks since coming on 
the scene in the late 1990ôs, 
although they were the subject  

of the occasional talks prior to 
this. Rounding out the top sub-
ject species in order are sal-
monids, common carp, small-
mouth bass, temperate basses, 
crappies, muskies, gizzard 
shad, yellow perch, grass carp, 
and sturgeons. 
 
The subject habitat types have 
also been well-rounded and 
consistently represented. The 
big rivers have been the topic of 
the most presentations, with a 
slight edge over impoundments 
and streams. The Great Lakes, 
as well as ponds, have also been 
given attention. The occasional 
talk on ocean fishes rounds out 
the habitats. 
 
When we breakdown the pres-
entations into decade groups in 
the figure above, we can see the 
trends of game fish versus non-
game fish as the subjects of the 
talks. The first decade (far left) 
was split nearly 60% game fish, 
40% nongame fish. The top 
three species bluegill, large-
mouth bass, and channel cat-
fish dominated the game fish 
talks in this first decade. 
 
The split over the next three 
decades trended towards 
slightly more game fish talks 
and less talks on nongame spe-
cies. In the 1970ôs, striped bass 
became a major topic among 
the game fish talks, while non-
game talks were dominated by 

grass carp and 
threadfin shad.  
 
Continued on 
page 5.  
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The game fish talks of the 
1980ôs became much more di-
verse with walleye ranking sec-
ond behind largemouth bass, 
and salmonids, crappies, 
muskies, and smallmouth bass 
contributing significantly. 
Grass carp and common carp 
dominated the nongame talks 
of the 80ôs. The 1990ôs brought 
us game fish talks about large-
mouth bass, bluegill, walleye, 
channel catfish, and small-
mouth bass as top subjects. 
Common carp lead the non-
game talks with Asian carps 
second, making their first ap-
pearance.  
 
The fifth decade experienced a 
major shake-up and shifted to 
nongame talks now outnum-
bering the game fish talks. The 
game fish talks were lead by the 
three mainstay species of large-
mouth bass, bluegill, and chan-
nel catfish, plus muskies. The 
Asian carp invasion had clearly 
made its mark with an on-
slaught of talks in the last ten 
years. Second place has now 
been taken by sturgeons, as 
they have garnered recent at-
tention. Several other nongame 
species have also made strides 
in popularity in the last decade. 
Invasive species are also mak-
ing their mark on the subject of 
the Chapterôs presentations, 
with the chart above showing 
the number of talks on invasive 
species per decade. There has 
been a huge trend towards 
more and more talks on inva-

sive species, as 
this continues to 
be a growing 
problem for Illi-
nois waters. The 
first decade had 
less than ten in-
vasive species 
talks, mostly 
about alewife. 
Grass carp lead 
the next two dec-
ades, and zebra 
mussels were a 
significant topic 
in the 80ôs and 
90ôs. As men-
tioned earlier, 
Asian carps made 
their first appearance in the 
90ôs and exploded in the most 
recent decade. 
 
The last trend that I have found 
to be interesting is that of listed 
species (threatened and endan-
gered). In the first decade, 
there was a single talk about 
spotted sunfish, now the 
redspotted sunfish. There were 
no talks regarding listed species 
in the 70ôs. The 1980ôs had six 
talks with pugnose minnow, 
pallid shiner, lake sturgeon, 
and Higginsô eye mussels as the 
topics. The 1990ôs offered three 
talks on pallid sturgeon. And 
the most recent decade gave us 
a whopping 27 talks on listed 
species! Included in these were 
talks on pallid sturgeon, lake 
sturgeon, alligator gar 
(technically an extirpated spe-
cies), redspotted sunfish, 

northern riffleshell, harlequin 
darter, eastern sand darter, 
Higginsô eye mussel, Illinois 
chorus frog, greater redhorse, 
river redhorse, least brook lam-
prey, and northern madtom.  
 
That is my breakdown of the 
first 50 years of the Chapter.  
The collective knowledge repre-
sented in all these presenta-
tions is truly impressive! We 
should be proud of what we 
have accomplished in our vari-
ous endeavors. I canôt wait to 
see what the next 50 years 
brings us. 
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Attendees of the first Illinois Chapter of the American Fisheries Society meeting held at  
SIU Carbondale, 1963. 
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